
A Two-Dimensional Borophene
Supercapacitor
Yaser Abdi,* Ali Mazaheri,△ Soheil Hajibaba,△ Sara Darbari, Seyed Javad Rezvani, Andrea Di Cicco,
Francesco Paparoni, Reza Rahighi, Somayeh Gholipour, Alimorad Rashidi,
Mahdi Malekshahi Byranvand,* and Michael Saliba*

Cite This: ACS Materials Lett. 2022, 4, 1929−1936 Read Online

ACCESS Metrics & More Article Recommendations *sı Supporting Information

ABSTRACT: This work introduces a new two-dimensional (2D) borophene-based (BB)
supercapacitor produced by a chemical vapor deposition method and used in the facile
fabrication of nanosupercapacitors (spin-coating on graphite substrates). Structural
properties of the as-prepared borophene sheets are fully characterized via AFM, HRTEM,
and FESEM, and Raman spectrum of the 2D sheets is scrutinized and discussed, as well
as the electrochemical response of the fabricated nanosupercapacitors. A high specific
capacity (sCap) of 350 F g−1 is attributed to the device according to the electrochemical
tests, that is almost three times higher than previous boron-based supercapacitors and
surpasses the best reported 2D materials including graphene. Based on the surface
charge-storage mechanism, it is posited that the electrical conductivity and surface area
of 2D electrode materials highly affect the performance of the supercapacitor. Simulation
studies are also conducted using joint density-functional theory (JDFT), the results of
which are in agreement with the reported outcomes of experiments. Application of the
newly synthesized 2D BB supercapacitors in the current study is expected to be promising in the energy storage field, inventive
class of sensing devices, as well as novel highly sensitive biosensors.

The emergence of supercapacitors can herald next-
generation energy storage systems,1 as their high
records of charge storage properties are constantly

being reported as of late.2 Fast charge/discharge cycles of
supercapacitors together with their high power densities and
long cycling life puts them on a pedestal,3−5 for their promising
usage in energy storage-related devices. They have demon-
strated a record power density of 14 W g−1 higher than
lithium-ion batteries (1.5 W g−1) and capacities of ∼300−3300
F that is greater than the conventional dielectric or electrolytic
capacitors (2.7 F).6−10 Breakthroughs are rationally expected
in case exceptional properties of two-dimensional (2D) can be
exploited in this booming field of research. For instance, large
specific surface area,11 high physical activity, strong chemical
stability, and quantum confinement effects of graphene
intrigued their usage in the electric double-layer capacitor
(EDLC), owing to its unparalleled conductivity and low large-
scale production cost,12−17 with a highest reported sCap of 200
F g−1.6,18,19

Nevertheless, the total sCap of graphene is intrinsically
limited due to the quantum capacitance effect,20 that is caused
by its low electronic density of states (DOS) near the Fermi
level.21−23 Doping graphene with boron and nitrogen atoms
has been introduced as an approach for tackling this issue by
either eliminating the Dirac point or by shifting the Dirac point

away from the Fermi level,20 E.g. sCap of nitrogen-doped
thermally expanded graphene oxide could reach to 270 F g−1

with discharge current density of 1 A g−1.20,24,25 However,
doping graphene fails to be very much effective and causes
immense damage to the crystalline structure of its honeycomb-
like lattice.26 Yet, another way of sCap augmentation would be
utilizing alternative 2D materials with better electronic
properties and/or higher electronic DOS near the Fermi
level.27

Recently, borophene is being vastly investigated for possible
applications in high-speed electronic devices, flexible and
transparent electrodes,28−31 alkali metal ion batteries,32−35

hydrogen storage,36 and superconductors.37,38 The main
synthesis methods of 2D nanosheets have serious limitations,
namely CVD, molecular beam epitaxy (MBE), mechanical
cleavage, ion intercalation exfoliation, selectively etching, and
thermal oxidation etching. Although the top−down prepara-
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tion method is simpler and more economical, the thickness of
resulted borophene is not uniform and the possibility of
achieving (single-layer) atomic-thickness is very low. There-
fore, developing an efficient method of synthesizing high-
quality borophene will help further developments in the area of
new BB devices.39 Synthesis of transferable borophene sheets
enables the fabrication of BB nanosupercapacitors.40 Epitaxial
growth of borophene was reported by Wu et al.41 that needs
ultravacuum conditions. Two types of borophene, β12, and χ3
sheets, with the same triangular lattice and different arrange-
ments of hexagonal holes, can be easily formed.27,41,42 MBE
has been used to synthesize borophene on metal substrates
with proper crystal lattice matching.27,41,43−45 The requirement
of a single-crystalline metallic substrate restricts the usage of
borophene in various electronic devices.

The high cost of Cu(111) limits large-scale borophene
fabrication and the small size of the islands hinders delving into
its electron transport properties. To avoid the formation of

separate islands while synthesizing BB nanostructures, a
growth method has been recently proposed46 for borophene
on a copper substrate with the drawback of resulting in thick
borophene-like structures. Full coverage of thick Cu(111) films
grown on sapphire has been realized; however, via CVD
growth of monolayer borophene sheets, having dimensions at
the level of micrometers,47 and crystallization of BB, the
structure can be further enhanced by introducing appropriate
catalyst in synthesis procedure.48,49 Substrate-free synthesis of
borophene has been scarcely tried, the result of which has been
an obstacle for its deep analysis, characterization, scalable
production, and possible/potential applications.50 It is
expected that BB heterostructures can have intriguing
properties as a result of the unique metallic characteristic of
borophene when combined with other 2D materials. Very
recently, vertical and lateral heterostructures of borophene
with graphene, for instance, were studied functioning as a

Figure 1. (a) FESEM images of as-prepared borophene sheets on the initial substrate (gray parts, borophenes; bright regions, Al domains).
Hexagon-like borophene crystals are separated from the Al aggregated regions via sharp edges as illustrated in the zoomed area (the inset,
scale bar corresponds to 10 μm, 2D-B represents 2D borophene). (b) AFM images and size distribution of sheets. (c) Statistical distribution
of lateral area of the prepared borophene sheets (inset shows full-scale area distribution). (d) Statistical distribution of thickness of
borophene sheets collected over 30 microscale sheets (inset shows an AFM topography image of the as-prepared sample and its
corresponding 3D view showing the separation of borophene domains from Al regions). (e and f) Far-field Raman spectrum of χ3 and β12
borophene sheet.
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metal−semiconductor junction,51 results of which highlighted
the potential of creating novel integrated nanocircuits.

Herein, a low-cost and scalable chemical vapor deposition
(CVD) approach is developed to synthesize high-quality and
transferable borophene sheets to the desired substrates. As a
result, highly efficient nanosupercapacitors are fabricated by
depositing borophene sheets on graphite substrates, leading to
an excellent sCap of 350 F g−1 for 2D supercapacitors.
Moreover, a simulation study to support the experimental
findings is performed. This approach creates the possibility of a
breakthrough in the field of energy storage and supercapacitors
based on borophene sheets.

The growth of borophene sheets was conducted using Al-
assisted CVD on Si wafer substrate52 (as summarily illustrated
in Figure S1). The synthesized borophene sheets were initially
subject to a complete morphological and structural analysis.
Figure 1a provides results of field emission scanning electron
microscope (FESEM) investigations as the morphological and
topographical characteristics of the synthesized borophene
sheets. The gray parts (nanosheets of borophene) and the
bright zones (Al islands) on the silicon substrate can be
distinguished in the inset of Figure 1a. The polygon shape of
the borophene domains, which are separated from Al islands
by nearly sharp edges, depicts the long-range order crystalline
structure of the synthesized sheets. More images of transferred
sheets are presented in Figures S2−S4. The thickness of the
transferred borophene sheets is measured to be a few
angstroms, as seen in Figures 1b and S5b. According to
AFM images, the sheets present a statistical distribution with a
mean area of around 6 μm2, while wider borophene sheets with
a lateral area of 40−50 μm2 exist in all samples (inset of Figure
1c). The overall thickness distribution also reveals a mean-

ingful partitioning of the measured heights into three
subdivisions (see Figure 1d). A partial edge peel-up of the
transferred borophene sheets (see Figure S3B) leads to a
height increment at the sheet edges in the height profile of the
inset of Figure 1b.

Kernel distribution of Figure 1d can be finely fitted by three
Gaussian distributions centered at 4.2 Å, 7.4 Å, and 11.5 Å that
can be assigned to mono-, bi-, and trilayer borophene,
respectively. The thickness of the borophene sheet on the
clean metal substrate has been reported to be around 3.0
Å.41,43 Raman fingerprints of borophene suggest the
coexistence of primarily χ3 phases (components at 300, 375,
430, 780, 1100, and 1240 cm−1) along with some signature of
the β12 phase (components at 125, 175, 900, and 980 cm−1)
of borophene (see Figure 1e and f).53 Since the boron and
borophene are deposited on the Si substrate, the main Raman
peak of silicone is located at 520 cm−1 (see Figure S6). In
contrast to graphene, borophene is anisotropic without
identical symmetry axes, leading to the split of the scattering
modes. Moreover, regardless of graphene, other parameters
such as defects and atomic displacements toward atomic ridges
would contribute extra Raman peaks.42

Bright-field TEM analysis of two synthesized borophene
sheets along with the selected area electron diffraction (SAED)
also confirmed the presence of the χ3 phase of the borophene
sheet (see Figure 2a, b, and Figure S4a). The HRTEM image
of a borophene sheet clearly demonstrates the parallel atomic
strips with an average distance of about 4.15 Å, which is in
perfect agreement with the distance between parallel strip-like
regions of high atomic concentration in χ3-sheet (4.20 Å).
Comparing Figure 2b and d shows a good agreement between
the observed diffraction pattern and the primary reciprocal

Figure 2. (a) HRTEM lattice image of borophene sheet showing the parallel strips with interdistance of around 4.15 Å, (b) SAED pattern of
a typical sheet, (c) lattice structure, and (d) theoretical diffraction pattern of χ3 the crystal phase of borophene.
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lattice of borophene sheets,52 that is, larger spots. The size of
each disk in Figure 2d is calculated according to the structure
factor of the atomic lattice, which is directly proportional to
the intensity of the diffracted beam.

Electrochemical properties of 2D borophene are found to be
better in comparison with graphene as the results show, thus
being a more suitable electrode material54 in applications like
batteries55 and supercapacitors. These properties are described
as follows: (I) large and stable voltage window, (II) suitable
sCap, (III) excellent rate capability, (IV) good cycling stability,
and (V) excellent energy density. Supercapacitive properties of
the borophene sheets were investigated by depositing the
sheets on the graphoil by a wet-transfer method. A thin layer of
the hydrophobic polymer was deposited on the borophene/
silicon wafer to assist the borophene soaking in the distilled
water surface. The fabrication process of the BB super-
capacitors is reported in the Experimental Section and
schematically shown in Figures S1a and S3. Electrochemical
analysis of the prepared nanosupercapacitors with borophene/
graphoil working electrode was carried out by cyclic
voltammetry in the potential range of 0 to 1 V at different
scan rates. The electrochemical behavior of borophene for
supercapacitors was first investigated in 1 M sulfuric acid in a
three electrodes configuration, in which the borophene coated
graphoil was used as working electrodes, and a platinum bar
and a saturated Ag/AgCl were employed as counter and
reference electrodes. To compare the performance of the
supercapacitor device, a two-electrode system was also
analyzed (see Figure S7). Figures 3 and 4 show the results
of electrochemical analyses of the fabricated supercapacitors.

Cyclic voltammograms (CVs) at different scan rates are
presented in Figure 3a. The analogous shape of the CV plot in
the three BB electrodes possesses redox anodic and cathodic
peaks, which result from pseudocapacitance. However, a
double-layer capacitance gives a CV curve close to an ideal
rectangular shape.56,57

The CV curves measured from 5 to 100 mV s−1 indicate a
good capacitive behavior (from 275 to 110 mF cm−2). A
galvanostatic charge/discharge (GCD) test at different current
densities was also conducted to calculate the sCap (see and the
results are shown in Figure 3b). The higher sCap of the
borophene sheets is clearly visible in comparison with an
uncoated graphoil electrode by an increase of the J−V area
curve (see Figure 3a). A comparison between the electro-
chemical performance of the supercapacitors based on the
pristine graphoil and the borophene-coated one is provided in
Figures 3c and 3d. As can be seen, the area of the J−V curve of
the control sample (graphoil) has increased (from 1.25 to 3.5
cm2) significantly after borophene coating, which implies the
higher sCap.

Figure 3d depicts the V−T curves at 1 A g−1 current density,
evidence of doubled discharge times for borophene super-
capacitor, compared with the reference (graphoil) electrode.
Our analysis, based on the area-normalized and sCap
demonstrated a capacitance as high as 0.75 F g−1 (350 mF
cm−2) for borophene coated electrodes. Moreover, it can be
seen in Figure 4b that the capacitance reached around 0.58 F
g−1 (270 mF cm−2), at the scan rate of 5 mV s−1, and decreased
accordingly by increasing the scan rate. The results show that
at 1 mA cm−2 current density, the sCap of graphoil increases

Figure 3. Electrochemical analysis of the supercapacitor. (a) Cyclic voltammograms at different scan rates (b) Galvanostatic charge/
discharge test at different current densities. (c, d) A comparison between the electrochemical performance of the supercapacitors based on
the pristine graphoil and the borophene-coated one.

ACS Materials Letters www.acsmaterialsletters.org Letter

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475
ACS Materials Lett. 2022, 4, 1929−1936

1932

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
www.acsmaterialsletters.org?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


from 0.25 (117 mF cm−2) to 0.75 F g−1. The weight of the
pristine graphoil in this study was 710 mg. Accordingly, a 0.35
F increment was achieved by coating the borophene sheets on
graphoil. The weight of added borophene sheets on graphoil in
this study was always less than 1 mg for different experiments.
Thus, the sCap of the pure borophene sheets is higher than
350 F g−1. Moreover, to study the mere capacitance of the
device, a two-electrode system was fabricated, the sCap of
which was tested to be 30% lower than that of the three-
electrode system. It is worth mentioning that in the three-
electrode configuration, the capacitance of the electrode
materials is involved as well (arising from the geometrical
area of the substrate, accessible electrolyte, and mass
deposition). After the performed electrochemical analysis,
unfortunately, the morphology of the atomic-thin borophene
could not be easily detectable from the SEM analysis as the
stability of the 2D borophene sample may be susceptible to
exposure to ambient oxygen.

The interfacial recombination and transport mechanism in
electrodes were investigated using electrochemical impedance
spectroscopy (EIS) at a 10 mV AC signal and 100 kHz to 10
MHz frequency range. The Nyquist plot of the BB super-
capacitor is shown in Figure 4c. The intersection point with
the x-axis (in the high-frequency region of EIS plots) indicates
the equivalent series resistance (Rs), which mainly arises from
the contact resistance of the electrolyte/electrode surface,
resistance, the intrinsic resistances of the active material,
substrate and electrolyte. The diameter of the semicircle (in
the EIS plots) corresponds to the charge-transfer resistance
(Rct). Therefore, after the introduction of borophene, the
electrical conductivity is increased and charge transfer ability
accelerated within the electrodes, as a result of the reduction in

both Rs and Rct, as can be seen in Figure 4c,58,59 Using the
fitted curve and the equivalent circuit (see inset of Figure 4c),
the attributed parameters of the supercapacitor can be
obtained as listed in Table S3. The equivalent circuit contains
a series resistance (R1), charge transfer resistances (R2, and
R3), and a constant phase element (CPE). The later element is
an imperfect capacitor, which stems from the interface
capacitor (CPE-T (P1, P2, P3)) and the ideal capacitor
(CPE-P (n1, n2, n3)).

Joint density-functional theory (JDFT) was used in our
investigation to calculate the sCap of the self-standing
borophene sheets and stacked borophene on graphoil (see
the Experimental Section for the details). The calculated
structures are presented in Figure S8 with the top views of the
β12 relaxed structures (Figure S8a), striped (Figure S8b), and
χ3 (Figure S8c) phases of the borophene and side view of
borophene/graphene stacked layers (Figure S8d). To obtain a
stable crystal structure, optimization of the primary cell was
done by atomic force relaxation for the relaxation threshold of
0.001 eV Å−1.

The DOSs calculation of the self-standing borophene
(Figure S9a−c) clearly shows metallic behavior. The relative
energies (ΔE), and potential at the point of zero charges
(VPZC) referenced to the standard hydrogen electrode (SHE)
for the three phases of borophene (see Figure 4d) were also
obtained (see Table 1). By integrating the surface charge over
the voltage window the area-normalized and mass-normalized
capacitances of the three phases of borophene were achieved
and provided in Table 1. As expected from our experimental
investigation, the capacitances of the borophene phases
resulted to be 4−7 times higher than that of the other 2D
materials comparison between the calculated capacitances

Figure 4. Electrochemical analysis of the supercapacitor. Area-normalized and sCap calculated from GCD test (a) and CV measurement (b).
(c) Nyquist plot of the BB supercapacitor (inset: equivalent circuit describing the Nyquist plot). Simulation results of (d) surface charge
density versus the applied voltage, (e) the sCap of bilayer borophene/graphene with different interlayer distances, and (f) the sCap of
graphene and borophene/graphene versus the number of graphene layers.

ACS Materials Letters www.acsmaterialsletters.org Letter

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475
ACS Materials Lett. 2022, 4, 1929−1936

1933

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475/suppl_file/tz2c00475_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?fig=fig4&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?fig=fig4&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?fig=fig4&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?fig=fig4&ref=pdf
www.acsmaterialsletters.org?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsmaterialslett.2c00475?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


(468−600 F g−1) and the experimentally obtained capacitance
for the borophene sheets (higher than 350 F g−1) shows a
good agreement between the experiment and simulation.

To consider the graphoil effect as substrate in our
experiment, the calculations were performed on the
capacitance of the configuration of the stacked layers as
shown in Figure S8d. Initially, a bilayer borophene/graphene
was considered in the calculation for which the only stable
geometry relaxation was found to be striped borophene/
graphene with a relative spacing of about 2 Å. Considering that
no atomic interaction occurs between staked synthesized
borophene and graphoil, the calculation of the sCap of the
bilayer borophene/graphene with different distances was
performed. Our analysis shows that by increasing the interlayer
distance the sCap increases, and it reaches its maximum value
for the distances upper than 10 Å (see Figure 4e). The
simulation with a distance value of 10 Å perfectly matches our
fabricated borophene/graphoil stacked structure. The number
of graphene layers increased in a subsequent step to simulate
the graphoil substrate (i.e., many layers of graphene or graphite
structure). As the number of graphene layers increases, the
areal capacitance increases as well, however since the specific
area decreases with the number of layers, the sCap decreases
proportionally (as simulated in Figure S10). Figure 4f shows
the calculated capacitance versus the number of layers for
graphene and borophene/graphene. A more realistic value can
be achieved by extrapolating the curves to infinite numbers of
graphene (here, we considered just five layers of graphene).
Our calculation also indicates a capacitance of the borophene/
graphene that is almost three times higher than that of
graphene layers, which is in good agreement with our
electrochemical measurement. Moreover, as shown in Figure
4d, the surface charge density of χ3 phase is on par with that of
β12, which is lower than that of Buckled phase.

Borophene sheets were successfully grown using a simple
CVD approach. According to the structural analysis, it was
confirmed that χ3 phase is the dominant structure obtained in
this approach. The JDFT simulations showed that this phase is
one of the best options for the fabrication of supercapacitors.
Due to the ability to transfer synthesized borophene sheets on
any desired substrates, we were able to fabricate the highly
efficient BB supercapacitors in this work for the first time. To
investigate the electrochemical behavior of the borophene
sheets, we used graphoil as substrates. Experimental results
show that coating the borophene sheets increased the graphoil
capacitance up to 0.75 F g−1 (350 mF cm−2) which is regarded
as a highly efficient device for such substrate. This capacitance
was achieved by adding borophene sheets of less than 1 mg. An
increment in the capacitance of the pristine graphoil by coating
the borophene sheets means that the sCap of the borophene
sheets is higher than 350 F g−1, which was confirmed by our
simulation results. Such capacitance is three times higher than
the reported capacitance for the best reported BB super-

capacitors. The results of this work will open up a new window
for the fabrication of supercapacitors by utilizing the
borophene sheets transferred on different substrates such as
activated carbon and nanostructured porous materials to
achieve higher capacitances.

4. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Synthesis of Borophene. Growth of borophene was

conducted by an Al-assisted CVD approach, where a 100 nm
thickness of Al was deposited on the growth substrate (the
(100) p-type Si wafer), which was initially cleaned by RCA#1
solution. Therefore, the homemade quartz CVD chamber of
the deposition system was vacuumed up to the pressure of 3 ×
10−3 Torr and then the temperature was ramped up to 830 K
in 15 min and the Al-coated substrate was annealed for 1 h
with 20 sccm continuous H2 flow. Subsequently, a gas mixture
of 15 sccm B2H6 (diborane) and 40 sccm H2 was introduced
into the quartz chamber. After 10 min, the flow of Diborane
was interrupted and the furnace is cold down in 3 h to room
temperature in an H2 ambient atmosphere. In this process, the
borophene sheets were synthesized on the Al-coated substrate.
Schematic of the CVD system and the parameter controlling
during the growth step are provided in Figure S1b.
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